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Economic Potentials And Investment Opportunities Of Mazandaran
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Mazandaran province which is located in the north of Iran
covers 1.46 percent of Iran mainland with the area of 23756.4
square kilometer. Mazandaran limited to Caspian Sea from
the north, Tehran, Ghazvin and Semnan province from south,
Gilan province from west, and Golestan province from east.
Its southern part is mountainous and its northern part is
coastal and plain.
Considering the total area of province, 21.74% of the
area is agricultural land, 51.22% is forest and 27.05%
is pasture.
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Population of Mazandaran province is about 3283
thousand persons in 2016 which forms 4.11 percent of
the population of country. Gross Domestic Product of
Mazandaran in market value is 454.2 thousand billion
Rial in mentioned year.

provincial share of country’s GDP in the mentioned
year is 3.2 percent and Gross Domestic Product
per-capita of province is 138.3 million Rial.
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Substructures and relative advantages of Mazandaran

* Relative access to the whole goods transportation substructures (rail, water,
air, land)

» Access to decent water resources, water substructures including dams and
water supply resource (Shahid Rjaee,Alborz,Berenjestanak,Sonbol rud,Mi-
jran salahedinkola,Abasabad) and modern drainage and arrigation webs(Ta-
jan,Alborz,geleverd)

* Three active airports in Sari, Noshahr, and Ramsar cities.

» Three important active harbors in Mazandaran (Noshahr, Fereidunkenar,
and Amirabad)

 Adjacent to energy generating hubs and having access to it

» Relative access to vast water, gas, electricity and telephone webs as
required substructures

* Five active important customs in Noshahr, Amol, Babolsar, Sari, and
Behshahr

* Access to entry and exit of commodities terminals from the middle Asian
countries, Russia and Caucasus due to having legal advantages of common
custom border, equipment, establishment and suitable utilities for loading,
unloading, and maintaining transit, export, import of cargos

* Proper supply of workforce and university graduates.

* Placement of over 39 towns and industrial estates and areas

* Possessing commercial opportunities and legal investment advantages
(specific economical districts of economical ports of Amirabad and Noshahr)
* Access to the capital and country’s industrial and commercial centers
through three major metropolitan road of Firuzkuh,Haraz and Kandovan
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¢ Construction of Tehran-North freeway which resulted in distance
reduction to 120 Kilometers from the Caspian Sea to the capital.

* Proper climatic and natural environmental conditions for settlement
purposes.

* Natural tourist attractions

* Rich protein supplies in the Caspian Sea

 Unique climate of the province in mountain range,plain,sea which
its geographical structure makes it possible to place a variety of in-
dustries and mines.

* Adjacent to great consumption markets in Tehran, Semnan, Gilan,
Golestan, and the middle Asian countries as potential markets.

+ Large mineral supplies and diversity of minerals such as charcoal,-
florin,barit etc.

» Access to row materials to produce and develop agricultural con-
verting industry.

* Availability of legal capacity for Small and Medium Enterprises
(SMEs)

* Active stock exchange market

Tax Incentives

Implementing zero tax rate for productive, mineral and service
enterprises (hospitals, hotels and touristic residential centers),
none governmental legal characters for 5 years since the date
of exploitation or extraction, and for ten years in less developed

regions.

Placement in industrial estates or specific economic zones increases
the zero tax rate for 2 years, and 3 years in less developed regions.

Tax exemption of 100% of export revenue of agricultural sector
(agriculture, horticulture, husbandry, poultry, fishery and pasture)

and its converting industry
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Capabilities of agricultural and fishery sector

Rank first in producing the citrus of country (share of 44 percent of the
country product (2.5 millions tons a year)

Rank first in producing the rice of country (share of 38.7 percent of the
production (1078 thousand tons)

Rank first in producing the Kiwi of country (share of 85 percent of the
production (180000 tons)

Rank first in producing ornamental flowers and plants (trees) 34 million
Rank first in producing ornamental flowers and plants (apartments) 14
million vases

Rank first in producing white meat (chicken) 208000 tons

Rank first in producing fleshy daily chicken (276 million)

Rank second in producing soy (180000 tons)

Rank second in producing strawberries ( 12000 tons )

Rank second in producing canola (31000 tons)

Rank second in producing tea (4000 tons)

Rank second in producing ornamental flower and pants( cut branch)
157 million branches

Rank forth in producing olive tree (400000 trees)

Rank first in producing raised fish (5442 tons)

Having the biggest caviar breeding and raising center

Rank first in producing and exporting raised caviar meat and caviar.
Possessing two aquatic reconstruction centers in the province.

Top grade in producing sea cages among northern coastal provinces
of the country.

Potential capacity of raising 200000 tons of fish in sea cages in
Mazandaran province.

Possessing two fishery industrial estates and also three sea food
companies in the province.
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Capabilities of industry sector

Mazandaran province currently possesses 3020 industrial units
which have exploitation permission with the investment of 64092
billion Rial and 81785 workforces. The highest investment and
job placement is related to nutrition, metal, and machine industry
in a way that the investment volume in the food industries and
metal industries which are 14741 billion Rial and 15382 respectively,
and the least investment is related to electricity and electronic
industry.

The industrial exports of the province are moisture insulation, various
foods, dairy, paper and cardboard, cement and construction materials,
different kinds of bags, various edible oils, juices, tomato paste, etc.
which is more than 80 types.

Mazandaran province ranks 8th in regard to the industrial units, 13th
in regard to the investment, and 11th in regard to the employment
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Capabilities of industrial towns

Mazandaran’s industrial estates has tried to increase the competitiveness of
companies considering the role and significance of small enterprises and the
fact that 94 percent of the industry of province is made up of small companies
and also by applying developmental policies and various supports and provid-
ing the required substructures.

This company has been established to create coordination and suitable application
of fundamental facilities and presenting required services to the industrial invest-
ment applicants. The most prominent missions of the company can be referred to
as creating and developing towns and industrial regions, enabling the competitive-
ness of small and medium enterprises and productive units, presenting educational
services in 3 virtual, real, skill fields, stretching investment finances (stock market
and commodity stock), developing business webs, minor contract, and paving the
way to offer counseling, engineering services etc.

Presently Mazandaran province has 39 industrial estates and areas with available
lands of 2971 hectares. There are 2544 contracts in industrial estates and areas
with direct employment predictions of 61 thousand workers and investment of
52347 billion Rial.

Summary of companies located in industrial estate

* Mazandaran province has 27 industrial towns with the area of 2786 hectares
and 12 industrial estates and areas with the area of 185 hectares.

» At the moment, 2537 industrial units are placed in industrial estates and areas
with employment prediction of 61 thousand people and investment capacity of
47961 billion Rial in towns and industrial regions.

* From which 1736 units has been exploited with the employment of 43 thou-
sand people and investment of 26731 billion Rial.

» At present, 218 water treatments have been established in 193 towns and
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» At present, 218 refineries has been established in 193 towns and in-
dustrial regions that Mazandaran province stands the first in improving
the requirements by owning 16 refineries in 14 towns and industrial re-
gions. Moreover, 5 refineries are being designed and 1 refinery is under
construction.

¢ It must be said that 68 percent of exploited units are licensed by sewage
refineries.

* 15 fire stations has been equipped and exploited in towns and industrial
regions of Mazandaran province and 10 of them has been equipped
with fire engines.
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operation index unit total
1 created industrial towns estate 39
2 transferred industrial lands item 2544
3 esnecil no desab etar tnemtsevni billion rial 52347
4 area of industrial estates hectare 1923
5 industrial workshops workshop 71
6 technology services center 1
7 under constructed exploiter refineries refinery 22
8 developing industrial branches branch 1
9 completed business branches branch 4
10 talented industrial branches branch 38
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Capabilities of mine industry

235 mineral exploitation licenseshas been issued, of which 146 are
active, including Florin mineral barite, gypsum, lead and zinc silica
shells of marble granite and limestone debris and Rubble Mountain
Mining extraction capacity of 19099 thousand tons of proven re-
serves of 797,252 thousand tons and 3658 employments and with
amount of 808022 million Rial investment Main ranking of the
province in mining sector can be cited as follows:

- Ranks first in the country in the Florin field reservoir.

- Ranks first as for reservoir of granite in the country

- Ranks second as for reservoir of coal in the country

- Existence of different Barite, lead, zinc, bauxite and copper
gold anomalies ...
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Capabilities of energy sector

Considering the government policies for expansion of small scale power
generation complexes as a mean of simultaneous production of heat and
electricity in the country, and due to the geographical specification of this
coastal province, which by combining a moderate heat and a high humidity,
increases the efficiency of such power generation installations, and again
due to the importance of preserving the environment and natural resources
of the province, the electrical industry of the province has a high potential
to attract investments. Amongst the support dedicated by the government to
this sector, the guaranteed purchase of the power generated by the investors
can be mentioned. Resourceful rivers as well as appropriate topography of
the lands and suitable morphology can all be mentioned as other factors
paving the ground for investing in development of hydropower plants.

Currently the power consumption is supplied by the power generation
plants of Shahid Salimi,Nekaand Noshahr and small-scale hydroelectric
power station dam,Amyrabad, Beshel, Khazarbargh Sahel, Arianapetrota-
van, Niruparseh, Sinakuh, Tabarestan, Mayajerfazad, Radsazan amardni-
ru, Mehrbargh Caspian, Eram sannat Shomal, and Shahid Rajai, and the
surplus is transferred through the national electricity networks In 2017 net
energy produced in power plants in the province was about 11244 million
kWh. Mazandaran has 106 stations and capacity of 10428 MWamps with
192 transformers. Transmission and distribution of electricity in the prov-
ince has three voltages levels 230, 400 and 63, were the lengthof these lines
are 835, 748 and 2305 km respectively. North Oil terminal has started its op-
eration in 1382 in area of 20 hectares. The terminal located 22 km from the
city of Neka (230 kilometers south of Tehran) is on the coast of the Caspian
Sea. The main purpose of creating this area is to receive, store, process and
transport crude oil from the Caspian Sea littoral states on an exchange con-
text(swap). Currently the terminal is equipped with the following facilities:
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- It has 3 berths specialized in a pool in the radius of 200 meters and a
depth of 5.5 meters with tankers with on berth capacities from 3,000 to
7,000 tons of oil tankers with crude oil discharge.

- 9 oil reservoir tanks including 6 storage tanks and 3 transfer tanks with
an operating capacity of 150,000 barrels each (total capacity of 252 thou-
sand cubic meters)50m in diameter and a height of 14.7 meters and a roof
floating type.

- Measurement system consists of 6 x 12 meters of positive displacement
meters with a capacity of 820 cubic meters per hour 3 mixed meter 16 for
measuring oil transfer storage tanks to mixed tanks where the capacity of
each is 1640 cubic meters per hour and has a 2 x 16 meter to measure the
oil sent to the pumping complex in Neka where the measuring capacity
of each is 1640 cubic meters per hour.

- Including these equipment we can indicate 16 pumps, 2auto-sampler,
2 boilers and a water purification system with capacity of 4 m3 per hour.
One of the projects under way is the construction of a comprehensive
large pond. With the launch of this project garage capacity of tanker
berths is increased to 16 berths from three and the oil garage biocides
with a capacity of 63,000- 70,000 tones will be there. The port currently
has a capacity of receiving 120 thousand barrels per day, and with the
completion of a comprehensive national plan pond, crude oil capacity
will be expanded to 1.5 million barrels per day. Mazandaran province
is in the country’s gas network, which currently has a total length of
15,688.04 km gas grid lines.
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Capabilities of water sector

The capabilities in this sector are divided into four parts of lakes, rub-
ber dams, power plants, and tourism.

1. lakes:

Geographically, Iran is located in dry and semi-dry regions of earth.
Establishing small structures like lakes can play an important role
in facilitating and developing the planning trend of water resources
and thus improving the local water resource management. In northern
rainy parts of the country millions of cubic meter of water arising from
rain annually and enter the sea through streams and rivers and get out
of people’s access.

Advantages of lakes constructing:

Acting like a sponge (water storage)

An important water resource for irrigating agricultural lands especially
rice fields etc.

Nurturing underground water reservoir

Collecting water waste of the region and reusing it (optimum use and
water management)

Hydro tourism as recreational centers for tourists and water sports
venue

Raising fish and other local sea animals and birds

Other economical usage such as performing solar cell structures
to generate electricity with high quality and preventing from water
evaporation.

2. Rubber dams:
This innovation and rubber dam use dates back to 50 years ago and
from that moment on these dams had been welcomed globally as a
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distinguished water structure. Over the past years, constructing rubber
dams was famous as one of the hydraulic structures which in terms of
stability can serve multitask projects. In early surveys, 200 rubber dam
plans can be applied in northern beaches which its economical benefits
for agriculture in the region is obvious.
Economical benefits of rubber dams:

* The benefits that can be remarkable for investors:

* Rubber dams do not require complicated foundation

* These dams can be performed until craters of 100 meters

* These dams need least protection and maintenance

* Flexibility of dams facing earth quick

* Quick construction and installation

3. Power plants

Presently the energy in running water is the most accessible, renewable,
cleanest resource to generate electricity in the country. At the moment,
hydropower electricity is the main component of the most electricity
production system in the world. This energy provides one fifth of con-
sumable energy in the world and after fossil energy it stands the second
in generating electricity sources. Since the late 90s. the subject of us-
ing hydropower plant in the form of renewable sources has been under
spotlight more.

4. Tourism:

Includes water tourism (hydro tourism) such as settling beside fami-
ly in a calm atmosphere, swimming outdoors, boating, fishing, diving,
fishing contests, Motor water sports, boat training, surfing, whitewater
rafting. Mazandaran province can have a great potential in attracting
tourists by having suitable rivers like Hraz, Tajan, Chalus, Sardabrud,
different dams (deviated tank dams, historical and traditional dams) and
water ponds. Other than tank dams in the province there are 812 lakes
that the amount of their water supply is not less than tank dams.
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Capabilities in tourism sector

Mazandaran province holds sightseeing, historical-cultural tourism, and rural tourism capacities due to climatic variations.
Natural attractions like the Caspian Sea, Damavand Mount, Miankaleh international wetland, Hirkan ancient jungles,
and a lot of water sources like lakes and wetland and various waterfalls like Velesht lake in Kelardasht, Sahun,
Fakhrnabi, Estakhrposht, Shurmast, Abasabad lake in Behshar, lakes ,waterfalls and different warm water, dams
and constructed tankers pave the way for water tourism along with cultural-historical attraction of Farahabad
complex in Sari, Abasabad in Behshahr, Espahbod khorshid cave, Nima Youshij's home, Safiabad Palace,
Baghshah, Baladeh temple, are among Mazandaran touris attractions. Moreover, Mazandaran has health
tourism potentials such as mineral cold and warm water like mineral hot water in Larijan, ramsar,
katalem, asdatshahr, and fantastic Cheshmesourt spa and a variety of medicinal plants. This province
has hotels, motels and so-called entertainment centers to settle tourists. 1213 residential units, 435
entertainment units between the ways, 211 travel agencies are sections of the potentials of the
province. Also telecabins, tourist country yard, and other tourism capacity exist in the country
to meet the tourists' needs. Sub structural transportation equipment made it possible for
tourists to take a trip to this province with their own interests. Handicrafts in Mazandaran
are wood arts( Mosaic, wood carving, shell mosaic and carving, varnishing, wood
turning, traditional volume, sash making, knotting), traditional textile( metkazin
rug, woven cloth, tent, tablecloth, blanket, sheet etc.)

, engraver, locksmith ( metal objects), carpet weaving ,rug weaving, mat
weaving etc.
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Benefits of economical region of Amirabad harbor

* Possibility of transferring lands as long term rent and BOT for

investment.

* Custom exemption for transferring manufactured goods in the

region to the country based on increased value.

» Exemption from income tax for activities in the region.
» Seven years of exemption on functions for companies placed in the

region.

* Freedom of participation and investment for locals and foreigners.
* Issuing contractible separable store and issuing certificate for

imported and exported goods.

* Transferring machinery, spare pieces, expensive vehicles and

materials to the region without custom payment.

Capacities of stores and tankers

Capacity type

hectare 7.5 ra

hectare 200 outdoor store

tons 240000 grains
cubic meter 52000 oil product tankers
cubic meter 20000 edible oil tankers

fruit refrigerator
tons 4500
(above and below zero )
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Capabilities of economical region in Noshahr harbor

Noshahr harbor is one of the oldest northern harbor with the background of
80 years . It's an important economical part of Mazandaran province. This
harbor is the closest commercial harbor to the capital and is of important
industrial and commercial centers of the country. On one hand ,an airport
in 2 kilometer distance of the harbor and being located on the main Tehran-
north freeway, on the other hand, existence of suitable substructures and
tourist attractions, has provided an ideal opportunity for forward thinking
investors. Also local and foreign investors find it easy to appear because of
legal benefits of the region.

Capabilities of Fereidunkenar harbor

With respect to the daily increase in business deals with margin countries
of the Caspian Sea, construction of Fereidunkenar harbor was on the
agenda and the construction operation of pier, wake breakers, and
puddles began in 1997 and completed in 2002. Based on the article 44
of constitution law and by implementing the sovereignty of harbor and
sailing organizations, exploiting the harbor was transferred to Rhbaran
company in Fereidunkenar harbor.

Titles of investment opportunities in Fereidunkenar harbor
* Participation of private sector so as to provide recreational complex in
Fereidunkenar harbor with an area of 15 hectars.
» Constructing the fundamental establishment with collaboration of
Rahbaran company.
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Capabilities of road sector

Mazandaran province always holds specific traffic conditions by
having 36 kilometer freeway, 1420 kilometer major route and 9009
kilometer minor route and also because of being located on the way
to Gilan, Semnan, Golestan, and Khorasn provinces and Amirabad
and Noshahr harbor and transferring goods from this province to
the neighboring provinces and the good transit to the middle Asian
countries and city joints and transit and tourist conditions especially
the major axis of Haraz, kandovan and Firuzkuh. Therefore, along
with the social and economical developing plans of the province using
provincial and national sources, effective steps have been taken in the
trend of developing substructures of the province in order to enhance
the quality level of connecting axis, however, regarding the increasing
trend of route transportation and limitation in allocating provincial and
national sources, Mazandaran road and urban planning administration
is prepared to allocate the construction projects and development of
the freeways of the province like the western freeway and Ghaemshahr
freeway to the investors of private sector.
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Capabilities of railway sector

North railway administration is one of the nineteen railway areas
of L.R.I and the construction began in October 16, 1927 simultaneous
with establishment of overall railway and completed in Sep, 1938.
The protective area of north railway ranges from the output point of
Garmsar station located in Semnan province onto the high Alborz Mount
and some parts of Tehran province and to Mazandaran province and
beautiful forests and continues to Galugah railway. This administration
has 22 stations and is totally 387.6 kilometer long counting commercial,
industrial minor lines. North railway has about 1500 bridges of about
6850 meter among which Veresk bridge is the longest( 99 meter wide
and 110 meter height and it also has 95 tunnels of around 27 kilometers
among which the biggest is Gaduk tunnel which is 2887 meter with uphill
and downhill of 28 in thousand in Polsefid axis to Firuzkuh and totally it
has 93.363 kilometers of arcs with 400 meters in diameter. North railway
is located on the rail corridor route of north to south to Khalije fars and
Iran-Turkmenistan-
Kazakhstan and corridor route of northeast to the west and considering
the potential capacity of goods transit through Amirabad harbor, it has
a great role in transportation development in the region and it has the
.capacity of carrying two million tons of loads every year
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